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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION (EXEMPTIONS) ORDER 2018 — DISALLOWANCE 
Discharge of Order 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [11.25 am] — without notice: I move — 
That order of the day 1, Biodiversity Conservation (Exemptions) Order 2018 — Disallowance, be 
discharged from the notice paper. 

This has been an interesting process. It is one that I think shows the effective way in which this place can work on 
these matters. I have been talking with pastoralists and graziers, the Humane Society International and many 
others, and I have been working with the Minister for Environment’s office. We have resolved the issues that were 
of concern to a large degree. The Minister for Environment has provided me with a letter that, with the house’s 
permission, I would like to read, which will explain how we have come to an agreement on the decision to remove 
the disallowance motion. It reads — 

Dear Mr Chapple 
I am writing to outline my intended amendments to the Biodiversity Conservation (Exemptions) Order 2018 
(exemption order) in response to further investigations on the matter and to address community concerns. 

I recognise that the dingo is an iconic species that has cultural significance and a role in natural 
ecosystems. I want to see the right balance between wild dog/dingo control in livestock grazing areas, 
which has to be undertaken humanely, and the conservation of dingoes as part of natural ecosystems in 
other areas, such as conservation reserves. 

As you are aware, dingoes are very difficult to distinguish with any confidence from wild dogs and their 
hybrids. Given their agricultural impact, wild dogs are listed as declared as pests under the Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Management Act 2007 (BAM Act). Under the BAM Act, landowners and managers have 
a duty to control declared pests on their lands, and wild dogs, including dingoes, feral dogs, and hybrids, 
are managed in and near livestock grazing areas under the Western Australian Wild Dog Action Plan. 

The control of dingoes must be undertaken humanely under the Animal Welfare Act 2002. However, 
I have sought further advice to ensure that the use of prohibited devices and methods for taking and 
disturbing dingoes, as well as the dealing, processing, importing and exporting of dingoes, remain 
regulated under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and its regulations. 

Further, I am currently seeking additional advice on how the exemption order could be narrowed to 
a person or class or persons. I have requested that the exemption from requiring a licence for the taking, 
possessing and disturbing of a dingo only apply to the owner or other person in control of an area for the 
purpose of declared pest control, in accordance with the BAM Act. 

Upon receiving advice on the most effective way to deliver the above intent, I will progress these 
improvements to the exemption order through normal parliamentary processes. 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to my attention and I appreciate your willingness to constructively 
engage on this issue. 

By the same token, I would like to thank the minister. 

Question put and passed. 
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